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CEO Sraight Talhe

Energy Legislation is Changing, We Need Your Voice

Last week I had the opportunity to
attend the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA)
Annual meeting where more than 9,000
cooperative leaders from all across the
country gathered to hear the latest on
challenges and opportunities facing
electric cooperatives.

Federal climate change legislation

was top on the list and NRECA’s CEO,
Glen English stated that “Barring any
monumental shift in the prevailing
attitude of Congress, we will soon see
carbon dioxide regulated at the federal
level”.

The Chairman of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee has set

a goal to have an energy bill and a
climate change bill out of committee
by Memorial Day. You should know
that Leadership in Congress has
expressed intention to pass legislation
to regulate carbon emissions. As you
consider this expression you should
also keep in mind that the Leadership
of the House of Representatives has an
80 vote majority, and the Leadership
of the Senate has a 9 vote majority.
Additionally, several members

of the minority parties have also
voiced support for regulating carbon
emissions.

English, when he informed the folks at
the NRECA Annual meeting that “just
say no is not an option”.

I'hope that none of this comes as

a surprise to you. This has been a
frequent topic of CEO Straight Talk
articles. You may give these topics

a quick review on our web site at
www.precorp.coop by looking under
the header “Managing the Carbon
Risk”.

PRECorp continues its work with
C-Lock in creating opportunity within
the climate change debate. In my
December 2008 CEO Straight Talk
article I described a new technology
that we are working on that could
create opportunities for agriculture
should carbon dioxide (CO2) become
regulated. The C-Lock technology
uses a scientifically based process to
calculate and verify carbon credits.
These credits can be generated
through agricultural management
practices using the agricultural
modeling process. We hope to be

able to develop a similar process that
could give credit for changes in energy
management such as improvements in
energy efficiency.

Mike Easley, CEO

It is going to take a lot of work to get
a seat at the table as this legislation
develops and even more work to keep
opportunities for agriculture and
cooperatives alive as carbon dioxide
regulation is developed. This message
needs to be heard in the halls and
committee rooms of Washington, DC.

They need to know that we are
concerned about the ultimate
affordability of any legislation that
is developed, they need to know
that cooperatives need a seat at the
table, and they need to realize that
agriculture has role in mitigating
carbon emissions.

Our ability to be successful in these
efforts depends upon our ability

to mobilize our grass roots so that
Washington knows that we are here.
You can help us help you by joining
PRECorp’s Local Action Network. I
will be reaching out to this group very
soon to ask for help in communicating
our message to Washington, D.C.

Please don't wait to sign up if you are
interested in exercising your rights - of
cooperative ownership.

The issue of climate
change is one that
definitely polarizes

people, and I have
said that many very
smart people have
differing opinions and

convincing, yet differing, | epry
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What is not up for
debate is the political
reality. The politics are
lining up and unless

cooperatives have a
P E-MAIL

HOME PHONE

seat at the table, we
will be marginalized,
and our concerns will
not be heard. I am

in agreement with
NRECA’s CEO, Glen
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To participate in the PRECorp Local Action Network (PLAN), complete the above information, cut

out this card, and return to any PRECorp office or include with your monthly electric payment.
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